


. 121at Fa .ho Yoy 27, 1944 to

ﬁnuummrm. including the 121t Fi in, sallod from Hollandia,
mﬁmm.mmmtﬂv& m. The Bn was combst loadod on |

were xuumm'.uwthmm fach firing bettery hed 4, 3/4 T,
4x4 weapons carriers, x.aut.u.wmuhmumnum
unm.qmt.mr.h.w(ymmnm.xmhz.au
r.ﬁ‘.wm.uﬂbm#b&.%. All vehicles were losded on
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tllhmmmnu—n-ﬁﬁhwm
100 yarde inland to support the attack to the woste The Bn wes in direct
m-dﬁ“lﬂodh&wﬁmﬂhlﬂwuﬁv
Passed through the lincs of the 186th Inf in the attack toward Parsi end Felmer.
thmhtwmmqmwhnddumw
(en iov), Positions were organized to fire in any directiond

amﬂmmwhm-mﬁmmh
five plancs shot dom, ene crashing on the boach 100 yards from the Bn CP. lie
casualties were sustained in this attacke

During the evening the Bn rogistered on the location of the normal barrege.
um-mawm.unmmymwm
vhich the Japs were using in a coumtersttacks. Heevy casusltiecs were sustained
1} by the 146th FA Bn and the 162nd Inf during the Jep countorattack on the after-
noom of the 28th May. Ono member of our Idaison Seotion with the M6th FA Bn
umwuwan. &lnhphll.h.m-
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Using adr cbeervation, the Bn fired on & Jep fig ond biveusc area en the
afternoon of the 24 June. Ammnumﬂo-hdmh
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MNOTES

_’."‘-uluuhat—-uua-mum“umm.
“Mhumnlmwu-'mm.um.upmh
by automatio wospans fire. The n iomedistely begen taking these fargete wider
Mﬂaﬂqtb-lmtmmmnﬂﬂdmmf During
mﬁ.nam&yw-nmummmtmcm
ﬂh.‘ﬂell-srmlunsl'cnum. Orer 2000 rounds wore fired fur=
ing the day. on-km-umn.ﬂﬁ';'n”mm.m

vounded ty eneny artillery. Our redios vere the muly cemamicatin in the Div

AFy that was mintained. During this peried cur chservers adjusted fire for
the 947¢h 7A in and the 205th FA Su as well as owr ome :
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inity of Shoerias Smw tenks end mu-mhuwhﬂhdj-'




‘ ﬂh.ummlmu-m.

T ™he Selanse of the Bn moved back to Zemek starting ab O700K, 10 Jwne,
and loaded on 3 mulm'ommuwma&nn—.
A landing vy a* Btry vas attenpted but cnery AA tise burete sbout 30 to 50 £

abeve the wator drove then eoff. Another landing wes attempted at 1730K, bus
“gain wae driven oo by shell fire. The oreft rotwmed to Bommek, laid offe

Modmmumm—um. 11 June to malond on the

ridges north of the airdrem t 1050K, 11 Jumes sahoe g 4561 g b

: P, ; "1-‘: J_ﬂ,. 3% B Wi l_-;f.' 200 Jch Mf p— ‘ . .'.
9 tho n vas finally lended b Parad Jetty, onst of Holmar,
o4 26008, 11 S, vaa ardered by v AFly S0 mave soar
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‘ I the arons Arrengemsite wore made by radio with Div Arty to e 5
lhnun'.umu-m.mwnnmwu-mm.ume
ﬁhpm-tmmqmmummmwm.m
m.lummmmwulwmnuwnm. wmtm.
ﬁhhhlﬂdﬂbﬂtd'm.‘-“mfw'l'Mu.mmwmwm:r
2 Jwmee An Intense boriving uitack rollowed our lending, vosulting in ono wen
) from "B% Dhry bolng Mlleds "A* Diry arrived in WM'e b OPUOK and *0' tyy
' fans overlaad, awrriving at 100K witheus event. The B wes in position and resdy
%0 fire at MBOK and regletersd n Low minutes lnter for night defeneive fires.

ﬂhhpu:ltim&rmmbwbdlqm*“‘“"‘.
II 1 BN aldghtly wounded, Varessing Firee, protooting the Inf perimeter, wore fired
overy nighte. A% 000K, o 'Aphno.hmnht.mnwm
I ihbu-h\gthnmnu.a.plmtomﬁm. he plane irmediately took
| ﬂﬂw“nwwu“nmn&aﬂﬁmt—m
our positions lntorzitisntly. ummmhwm

It A% OIBOK, T4 Jume, oor postiians Vere hewbed agains moe B¢ alightly womdods
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‘M0, Lut had eplendid rooulte through'the aroa neutralizing iG end rifle

- '.ﬂm-vmwwﬁ-:.. A bivouge area was sight~

©d by this samo choorver at 130K and wo offoctively sasrohed through the area
Mhnmn- At 2230K, lighte wore roported by en Inf outpost with let Bn,
ﬂn.myrumem:mmumtnm.

Threugh the smmeings of thio ocutpost, ve shifted ocur haressing fire to this area

ol placed 100 rounde in an arem 100 yde by 200 ydse o move lighte were repert= '
0!- A% IMBK, A" Dtry displaced to new position epproxivetely 700 yds west of

Folmer etrip noar the beache

At 1100X on }%h “unes the 28 Bn, 186 Inf wes belug held wp by intense mor=
tar fire from the ridrmes north of the "sinkhole” . Although the vieidility of
ow ‘B FC was limited by smoko and dust of morbar firs, ws adiusted ad searched
the ridge with over 600 rownds, neutralising the fire, which was inflicting hoavy 4
casualtios on the infertry. wiqmnun-i-r;mm.wuhs }
mountaln gun, eterted firing snd was sighied by our choorvar, who shifted the Bn
to it and silenced the gume "A" Bizy recelved aniper five in their position dur=
- ing the aftormoon, bvt no casualties resulteds =

 On 17 Jume, *A" Blry fired u 300 nd proparction frex GP00K to O53OK
d-dlndfu-.i-w mq-ub-bm”ﬂ‘”
m“&w“ﬂ to s maWh gﬂ'hﬁn
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' the adjustment by eir chesrver of the Bn on a road junction north
M.w;mmnnamwmumamn

I-', '&'mmmdqm.ummumwmﬂnnh

Shey ok vp positions for the attask wtil 1000Ke Frow 000K pmtil 1030K the

Bn fired a successful proparetion of 360 rounds nevtralizing the area to be oco= ,l
wplod by the Infirtiype The Dn OF weved frem Kelmar Strip to tho viclally of the
“Piring betterios st 1400%, M 1754F, snouy smchine gume were taken wnder five
By "A® Biry with excellent roamlis. Might Farescing Maslone vere centiminde

i

_ 1 20 June tho M fired fofernditently on cussy sachine gune end en artille

lq pioce frem LIIAX to 1740X ab vhich tiag it uae reportod dbak both hed bewm

_._hfuum. Une officer snd twe E¢ from "C" Slry wers sligitly wouded by eneny .
artillery fire on tholr Torwesd GPe atm,'o' Voruard (bgsrver obeerved i
‘mmmp,ﬂummmmmnmmh 1'
Bn placed mﬂwmvmmmiumwmmmﬂmw

A preparetion -.unmmm-wm L the 186 Tf uector fvom 700K bo O7I5K,
21 gme. A WIGE 1 #irs vos agaly reselvod frém area € provions artillory fire

‘and the Bn qckly rewtralized 1G by o evall shift fres owr previcus adjustmente.
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QQMotmmmﬂMMhthﬂh.‘
Inf, camsisting of 550 rda of k2, The ares wae sompletly neutrwlised,

Gn 24 Jmne, a preparation conelsting of Sreks snd FE shel) was Pired from
'-umnmnumpuwmcum-.maumuu
attaskings The neutrallzetion wes complete and pervitted the Infantry to advance
without casualiy. Sumtke gl TF wae sgeln v4119508 arninet & ayetem of enony ¥G
and artillery orplacements from 1510V o 1550F wisth ewcellent regultss The pille
boxes wers sgain teksa wnécr fire at YSESX and et IVSIY the cbeorver reported a
mmnwmnum-umum-mhm
A large fire vas alsoc cterted, probebly sn awmmition dwp. Te Infwntry irmediate
oly moved in whan cur firc 1ifted, but met further swbangiic woepers' five, which
we silenced at MB20K, (ne of or rounds was e @irset Mt on o eneey srtillery
pioce, hit as the gun vas boing clsvateds Our cbeervers edjusted the SA7Sh F2 b
(155 = How) on theoo peoitions at IP00K. Night hareseing wissions were fired
throughout this arcse . : 0 o anvigpenl SN0 Wedes Uoag
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FPOR GOALE wbl 105K, 25 Jum, the n dedivered slem sqpert. fire for o
].'-. “m‘“ﬂ-a“hﬁh&fmdnpmﬂﬂt
‘ thelr advance on the ridge. Vo resistence vas met @ over 10 Japs wore fousd alang
the trail, killed by ouwr fire. The patrol reports they did not scarch the arca for
more bodics. At 850K, our liaison Officer sent in the informetion that "A* Co,
Shth Inf was forced to withdraw from the area in which they were preparing o bive
ouacy and had left most of their wospons and equipment in the aress At 2035K, "0°
Btry adjusted on this arca for our night herassing fires o deprive the enemy of
the use of this areas At spproximatoly 2050K, fire was cossed at the request of
24 bn, 34th Inf, who claimed that the rounds wore falling within their perimeters
The 24 Bn porimeter was 900 yds evey end the only oxplshation sooms to be that the
Jep was firing morters into their area simultencously with owr firinge Repert
from In 2 on the folowing morning substemtiates this for the lst Bn, Pith Inf, foumd
dofinite offect of our hareseing fire in the arem as sssigned end stated that the

24 bn perimctor was sbout a 1000 yde aveys

Un 30 June, a preparation of 500 rds was fired for the 2nd Bn, 34th Inf from
t 0830K to 0930K, for which the planc was wed for survelllance. The air observer
;lr'i adjusted tho Bn on an eneny troop concemtration, cetimated st 200, at 1619K uhtil
) rounds were placed in 1t fron O7ISK o O725K on the moming of 1 Julys
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The last rounds fired in the cempaign were on 18 July 194bs
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EEADQUARTERS wLH /£ nm
ONE HUNDRED THENTY FARST #AELD ARTILLERY BAYTALIUN
APO 3z
_ 1z July lyas
oubject: Lessons uearned in the oiak Uperation by the 1z21lst

A Bn, 75mm. uowitzer, ==l (pack), Truck=-urawlle

L0 : CG, 41st oivision artillery, aPO Al.

1., .ihe following list of lessons leaimed auring the woiak operds -
ion are submitted in accordance With verbal instructions Irom your

neadquarters: .

A, ‘The 75mm nowitzer, m-l, \Dack), Truck-Drevn.
\1) This weapon proved to be an excelient direct support weapon
for close-in fire, Lts adaptablllity to amphibious movement, rapla |
Gispla-cment «nd occupation of position have proven it valuable |
for initial artillexry support during the early phase of 2 lending
operation.
\2) Principal mechanical difficulties were:
a, Piston rod colliar studs working loose and breaking.
la, &t our reguest urdnance has issued spare studs.

b, uracked or broken crossheads, )
rossible to correct by nanufacturing the crosshead

i 12«

{ of bronze. ‘ )

. \3) Electric aiming stake lignts that can be switched on and off 4
within the perimeter are needed. |
(k) Heavy timber spikes for holding trail logs in coral proved '
indispensable. |

a., xn alternate method was To secure a short section of Ti-
- Per to the trail spade, ihis served as a movable trail log
' ! ~ 4in the trenchs snd s et photo 3 i3
\5) Test targets for bore sighting should be carried, inasmuch '
as aistant aiming poiats are diiiicult to Iind in close terrain, 1

 iransport.
tgagggnrt,ortﬁgoa_
“operation, slthough |
en walked end wire wa
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situation requires such arTrangemens, wioe supseyuent shipment oI vinese

personnel to toeir unit could be expedivted,
\4) Had the bartalion Deen permivied to bring one acdivional <% i,
6X0, cargo Tiuck per datusry, tae Liansporvation problem would have

been alieviatede
\5) ‘he meeda ror omne .D-9 w/blaae per Iiring batu.ery for use in pie-
Paring posivions in coral and talck underbrush was demonsuiated On

numesous occassions, wne bulldozer per bactalion 1S nsuiiicient in

this uwype 01 verrgille " i
\6) A 250-gal water traller per pav.alion should ve parv of ./E equip-
ment 1Or ClLOSe=Suppore artvlillely, pareicularly in operavional 8icusd in

which vhe waiesr Supply 18 jimiced as TO 1TS availaoillTye
C. Forward ubserver Parties.

\1) The initial forward observer parties were too large.
party was found to consist of:
a, Fersonnel:
officer

radio operators
telephone operators - wiremen
+pument nCO for genersl purpose

‘“he ideal

be &sgquipment:
SCR 610 radio

sound-power telephones and 100 vds of W-130 wire
light fukon pack

set extra batteries with carrying case; the remote
control cover proved adequate for this purpose.
poncho or rubber bag for waterproofing radio

\2) A supply of canned heat and an extra canteen of water should be
provided for each member of the partye

\3) lembers of wire and instrument sections should be trained as‘radio -

operators and all personnel in the party should be instructed in conduct
of fire using forward observation methods, and map and photo reading.
\L) An orientation flight before reporting to the infantry should be

afforded forward observers whenever possible.

HHENH HNDDH

|
}
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D, Communications. _ ‘
\1) The use of the “K" channel for all forward observers and liaison

officers working with rire Direction center proved far superior to the

battery net plan. o s . R o g

\2) Cif is much more efficient than voice on the ;scnﬁzs&iﬁggg- L0823

{315 %. 600-series radios worked efficiently, but they must be care-

fully serviced and protected from moisture, = 2 DR

\4) Greater use should be made of oW and Tg fo mﬁ&mg
) The number of wire ; vehioles for leadquarters was :
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an% handling of fire missions, was evidenced by nearly all radio, .
telephone and switchboard operators. !
\10) In a fast moving situation wire must be conseived, inasmuch

as the time element does not permit recovery.

Local Security.

\1) The proper placing of machine guns, general principles of

machine gun rire and its efirectiveness, perimeter sketches, zones

of fire and Tresponsibility, use of tTrip wires and booby traps, coa -

inagion with adjacent units, range cards, use ol hand grenades, and

fire discipline have been underemphasized 1n training.

\2) Rocket launchers will become more important as the enemy's

strong bases are invaded. .ocket launcher training has been in-

adequate in tine pasT. !
\3) inasmuch as TulS Type Oi ouciaviun invariably calls for oper=

ation with reduced strength, local security was atvtained by crowd-

' ing installations and organizations into a Tight perimeter. ihe

unit thus became more vulnerable to enemy bombing and strafing. =

dire need existed for the attachment ol at least a platoon of inf-

antry from the supported unit, especially during an approach marchs
\4) Tree mounts should be made available for 5u cal, machine guns

for use against aircraft, «his item is authorized on +/BE for field
artillery battalions in this theater.

Ammunition. )

\1) Ammunition transported within a ¢loverleaf was seldom defectiv e,
wost defective cases were those transporcvead as single Trounds.

\2) 7The contents of cloverleafs were often mis-labled as to the
type of tuze, type of shell, and lot number, and the markings on the
fiber container often did not agree with the enclosed round,

\3) Powder increments were sometimes leit out or duplicated, an &-
ample being, two charge < increments and no charge 3 incremente.
oeveral rounds contained only the base inerement,

\L) Unless a large number of rounds of the same lot are segregated
and issued by .ask Force urdnance dumps no benefit 1s derived from
the use of any one lot number,

S-2, 5=3 ocections.

\10 ihe supply of meps and photos was adequate however, during tie
initial phase there were not enough photos to be distributed to
forward Observerss : _

(2) 4he restituted fire chart, supplemented by grids with prineipal
point plots from photos, proved as accuratve as gound survey, and
arrorded a perfect code for secrecy of locations. el

\3) The vervical photo should e the prinecipal means of pojnt des-
ignation for all forward observers and liaison orricers., +he map L&
template, ..1, used in conjunction with the photo provided a simple =
3 ‘method of point designation, A3 At ATy o)

> designations need to be changed more frecuently if

maintained, W Py e g
neea further training
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parvicularly if vhe target was mobirles shis was especiolly tiue |
in firing at pecrsonuel in emplacements. |
;8) Pire support as close as lov yavras fo
50 yards for lateral movement was aelivese
the supporuvea TLOODSe

\9) Given a few minutes explanation of Sensings, intanieyy ofricers
and enlisted men can and aid aajust artillevy Tire on area targetS,
\10) Restitutea cooruinaics Ol pavuie map Or phoTO locations, with
their corresponding concent.sation nunbecrs, should be furnisned to
all Torward Obseisvers and liaison oriicess on all targets fired.

¢ Torward movement and
o withouv casually to

Sanitation and .ealth.
provide hot water for mess gear must

(1) Kitchen heating units to
accompany the batteries ig intestinal ailments are to be kept downe

\2) Retions were adequate, but a nonotonous lack of variety has
existed throughout the campaigne
(3) ©Skin distrubances diminished when shirts end leggings were
not worn. this is peculiar To this operation in that mosquitos
and ground insects are not prevalent,

of flyproof latrine

(L) . The prevalence of flies made the use
boxes imperative. <1hese flyproof boxes can be easily made by use

of lumber from ammunition eratess
Supplye

(1) Certain component items in the
lard, sugar, and fruit were inadequates
(2) The "K" ration was not supplemented until the 18th day of the

operation.
\3) Special units, other than hospitals, attached to the iask Force i
receive all of the perishables, this is very hard on the morale of \

ad jacent troopsS. whis unit has drawn one issue of fresh meat during .
the operation, consisting of 135 pounds for 450 men. )
(4) The cigarette content of the “K" ration ig insufficient for

the needs of the normal smoker. ‘the present average issue of 3

packs per man per week is insufficient,
\5) The issue of razor blades and toilet arcicles was inadequate.

.f men are to keep neat and clean-shaven more of these items are
a necessity. L.t was impossible to supplement the issue by pur-

chase, since there were 1o canteens in operation.
\6) éannbags were not availabhle in the quantities necessary for

adequate protection in this terrain where digging is nearly a

gieal impossibility.
\7) Expendable componant parts of survey and topographicel sets

were not obtainable throughout the entire operation,

“B" pation such as flour, coffee,

wr

-Gg?gmal Gemm5ﬂﬁ:i

(1) This operation I definitely ed that under proper super-
e viion comanaess, vonioles, Baverisl,

and equip can be kept in an excellent st te of maint in S
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trained to take their Carbines wi -
IT)} “l:iate Sl th them whenever leajring the
\4) More emphasis in training on the application of what was taugt
in garriscn is essentdal, <uhe feeling that "“this is the Jnngle,ug
won't work here“, must be eliminated, -
t-s) A11 personnel should be more familiar with the tactics invol-
i ved when a field artillery batvtalion is employed for:

a, Direct support

be weneral support

ce &ueinforeing fires

d. approach marches
\6) lfmphasis in training of non-comaissioned officers in their - |
responsibility for the maintenance of section and individual equip- J
ment, their place in the supply channel, and for the conditioning
and welfare of their men in preparing for the hardships and short-
age of supplies, which is inherent in combat, should be stressed. }
\7) This unit was stripped of vehicles to the extent that it was
not able to move essential section equipment.
\8) ‘The control exercised by the »~-3 and liaison oiiicers oOver
the activities of the forward observers was excellent. : R &
\9) This operation illustrated that casualties can be avoided by g i
applying principles of ‘digging-in“ to the fullest extents B &
\10) Infantry cormanders, by delaying the jump-off of taoeir troops ¥
after the artillery has lirted its fires, did not take advantage
of the pre-srranged fires prepared and celivered for thej. seu-
tralization is a temporary advantage and tae rapid follow-up by
the supported troops is the only method of keeping that advantage.

il
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AP0,

29 August 1944
Roster of Officers Who Participated in Blak Operetions:
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70 12184 14 theax
160K, 3 Aug bb

MORIER 1/:30".-00
16008, & Aug &b

Div Axrty QGrid

o change.
Ho ehanges
1S

ixoellent,.

Training az scheduledj Laprovensnat of omap ares
Forwerd observers recalled and not replaced.
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;l MOE2DER 1/20,000
Div Arty Grid

’/ ' Mo ohanges
':I 1o ehangse
|
Hona
hrcellente

12ist ¥A Pn

WOCEER DROME
1600, 2 Aug L4b
1600K, 3 Aug ki

fpuining as scheduled apd routire eamp duiien,

)




66 1218t SA Bn
. G
NCEMER 1/20,000 . K 60U, 1 Aug

Div A¥ty Opld

600K, 12 ez e

Ilo ohangee

o shanfsbe

Lone.

lxeellent.

. s 49 Bolsculel and FOULLNS ORE dulitie
wrainisg a8 soheluled end improvement of eamp
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FURO AR ) /80,000
Div Arly Uv{d

1O vhsige e

i |

Lo ohunge,

Livnise
ad & 'an.’hhq

Lroellent,
sduled breinios and Feuting calp SELiow,

ratnlag ae scheduled and ¥oublus cump duties,
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arellint,

Scheduled training and routine camp dutiess
seheduled tralning end sodtins onc Gubisd.
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MOKITER 1/20,000 1600K, 28 dJuly &b ‘
Piv Arty orla

1600K, 25 July 4k
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JCKIER 1/20i 000
Div Arty arla
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MOKIER 1/20

1218t FA Bn
000
Div ATty Grl

1600K, 24 Ty bb
L600K, 25 July Ak

llo changee
No change.
Nones
Intermittent rains throughout the day. Visibility -
POOTe
: a.l..Tt
nﬂ«‘m m FLornoon opent !dﬂ”mh'
ity Ay, Gaved "a:;q?" ¢ oanvee, Towiksers myma;_;ﬂ_"”
: '_'Ta.?- b "‘“ y _.;ﬁ to Lhe v",...r sids of e m e
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N0 1/8008%° 1600k f w :
1600K, |
lie ohongee
No ohanges
Yone.

ixoellents
annal ovVel liﬂl’l‘-“’ | o
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| ' ‘58 "12111135 Y |
Mokmer 1/20,000 1{56&%‘ “J;I'y.
1600k 28 July

AL LA 8 0

No change

No change

O AR

FATS

Excellent

A

Tor major item, |

© 0 Iraning supended over Sunday
Xo . No firing _ . .
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