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3 ONE HURDRSD TMENTY FIRST FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

| 26 Feb 4k
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Subject: Histordeal Report of Uperations, 171st FA Bn, Michaelnss Task Foree,
To 3 Commanding General, U. 5. Foreass, AP0 #321, '

i, The nt;n:uuunnmxmuctt&mnh&
75=mm pack howitzer X 4 drawn, during Dexterity Operation
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: "A" and "B" Batteries t 1450 to positions along the
X mdn.m.sstaw:;:..)ummwuh
8=3 and "C" Battery Commander reconnoitered for forward positions
the DARWUN area, Battalion CP established at 57.8-77.3 at 1500L, J
3e3=6447 for 120th PA Bn and 121st FA Bn, cccupled by our Bn cbser-
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of vepaired SAIDOR strip have been used until this date,
m_ Bn attached to 2d Br, 126th Inf for retions, adainistration and
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contimuing to repair roads
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il SUPPLY OFFICER ,.‘

ONB HUNDRED mr::;u " ARTILLERY BATTALION

SUBJECT: Supply Difficulties and Situation.
T i Cemmanding Gemeral, 33d Divisien drtidlery.
mn 00, 121st PA Battalion) '
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be BShoes mnd lLeggings Laces not available. \

X . Twill much substitution of sises, however

!g size twelve (12) available, mmﬂn‘ww*—--
small feet sise s .J!»
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' Sorub Brushes and Sosp, GI and face inadequate if scldiers
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2, Quartermaster = Organizational (cont'd.):
f. Mimeo ink not available.
g Wire brushes not available.
h. Axe, Shovels and Hammer handles unavailable. Mamy tools
digoarded and salvaged due to this fact,
S, Bngineer:

~ ®e All expendibles not available. hﬁh. all types paper,
pctruﬂu. pencils, slide rules ete,

b. One Hundred (100) foot nu1mmuu1muuh-q \
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HEADQUAHRT EAR B JLL/ fam
OKE HUND. ED TWENTY PIRST FISLD ARTIILEXY BATTALION
A0 32 |

T s Cosssamding Officer, 1l9lst FA Group,

1, The following 4s o merrotive of the amphibious operstdon of "DV By
to YGONI amd roturng

Ab 0BUIL, 7 Feb, 12 Infumtrymen fyom SIL plus 1 officer umd 3 enliste
ed men fyom A" Biry, List FA Du reconmiltered the YAOOMI exen to 1500
ydy ¥ of YAUT RMiver, The members of Btry ".* retuwrmed to 5IL lecwing the
Infontrymen ot YIGOMI to protoct thie Lamiing of one platoon of E Co, The
slatoon consioting of 2 officers ail 53 enlisted men arrived in 2 LOV's atb
0940L, but one LOV broselisd on landdng sid fhe other did mt o lespt & lond
ing until other bBarges sivdved ab 1220L, A 300 yd perimeter of 9 stotionory

including two mochine guns was W.
Hiv Batbery, 129th FA Bn, alteched to the FA Ba as D0 Bixy,
conad of four 1065 mm hovitwere and prise moverp, five l-ton trullers
50 vds HE and % vdo WP, ond 2 officers and 63 enlisted mem lefd
WOR at 1130L, 7 Veb, by LOM's and 3 LCV's,
The battery resched YiGOUI ot 1230L amdl unloaded com letely sxceyt for

ubjects Roport of Artillery Firing from YAGOMI, ‘
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Firing frou LGOMI*, Hy, 120st 7/ Bu, 10 Feb 44 cont'd)
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HEADQUARTERS
UNE HUSDRED TWENTY FIRST FIBLD ARTILLERY BATTALION
APQ .".'52, UsS el o340 48

10 Feb 45

Subjoctt lloport of Investigation of Perforvance of SUR=S09

._,"
- { Tos Celsp 121 FA Bn.

ke Submitted herewith are affidevits taken from pergons
who were directly aomected with the use of SGR=~600s of this Bn in
comnection with artdllery firing Wy A Stry, 120 FA Dn, at Tegomi,
New Ouinea, 7 Fed 43.

i 2. The undersigned, having been assigned to make this
investigation, offors the following conolusiongs

a« That the sets were in serviceable condition
rior %0 being put in use, and the fact that trouble did
elop was not unexpected, since in previous experience
with these sets being used for this purpose, poor results
have been the rule more often than good resulbs.
bs That the ingtallation of the sete in the planes
was done in the noet satisfactory nemner possible.
¢« That the darpeming of the seta by exposure to
the water enroute to Yagord might have been diminished by
- use of pome sort of protective cover such ms an old
shelter half or eimilar material. lHowever, tho prescribed -
method of waterproofing radies by means of adhesive tape .
with candle wax rubbed on it has been proved wnnatisfastory
fact that the mdiocs were

s ,‘_‘I'.:‘ﬂ [ R
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Iy Captadn R, J. UGodrich, 0-325%30, Jonmmications Officer of the
121 FA Bn, cortify the folloving in regard to the uge of 3UR=G09 seto
in the condwet of artillory firing at Tagomi, New Guines, 7T Feb &3, by

~hat, on Sunday ovendng, 6 Fed 43, I was called 4in
by the Mn \:'00' :'-‘jor l'-\'l.ndig. ard asked to see what, could bo
done to get two or three oxtra SCR=300 geta for Uoe in gire
growd communication for firing schoduled the noxt day;

That I was wable to fooure any SOR=300 gets Pram
elther the Signal Detaclment or the 220 PA Bn and hemce it
was declded 40 wse SUR=-609 sotay

¢ ThatMijor kindig directed me 4o install the GCR=G09
: amtntmouhphmcueomnstheywmumhhh:‘aﬂq
: uerning, which we did, the planes being aveilable at about
' 0900L and 10501 respectivoly;

That I sugrested. to lajor Hndig that we send our
in. sets along with the Gun battery since they were already
tuned, and he agroedy P

That I further sugzected that we send our own mm.
including mrmdlotaomctmantmhminmw

—

b SR S e

ldng
o ian, and Corp. fwellar, mdic corporal, set out at 08001
fcrliltly.mﬂih,tamna:pwmtanmj -
That the sets mounted i.ntheplmwmmb'
radio persomnel on trial flighte aftor installation, and found ' e |
tohmﬂminmmtorymm | B
Thtnututmrg-/i%nhwemmddhﬂw
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1,8 + Jaies e Bdwards, 18130385, lq Btry, 121 FA Dn, Alr
th/sﬁm of Cub pland belonging to his battalion, horeby certify
the following as to my participation in the artillery firing from Yagomi,
New Guinea, ‘onday, 7 Feb 431

That I had flown ry plane on a mission with lt. Sweet, S-2 of
2d Bn, 126 Inf, atOJOOL !onday morning, emdeavoring to camtact,
with an S0R=300 set, mounted in ry planes a patrol from 2d An which
vas in the mountaine)

s on returning from that wission, the mechanic and radio
technicign togother had removed the 50i=300 and installed an SCR=609,
which worksd well in cormmication with the ground on a trial rm
aftor it had becn installed; :

That, at about 1300L I took off with Capt. Claon as passenger,
to observe the firing)

That, prior to taking off, I had handed the sheot with wing
elgnals on it to Capt. Olsong ;

That, when in the air, Capt. Clson becmse air-sick and vomified

That, when Capt. Clson could not hear the ground set on his
| radio he struck the microphone ageinst the seat and pounded on the
i set to try and make it work betters

e
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HEAD Qu'u':xns BOB/ P
ONE HUNDIID TVWENTY YIRS m ARTILLENY BATTALION
PO ¢32 x
11 February 1944

Subject: jamunition Distribution, SAITOR Lunding.
“To & Ghove Party Commawder,

mmishdiatﬂmt&ouh
lended st SAIDOR - yemeining of Bn /m was
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F HEADQUARTERS = ERK /we
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIRST FIELD ARTIILERY BATTALION

Subject: Observations Based on Experience in Combat.

To t CG, Michaelmas Task Force
Thru: G-3, Michaelmas Task Foree.

‘ In compliance with verbal r equest, ﬁ-j,m M'!'tm‘n, for
:tmt., Mnuqﬂ:u hnhu-::r.mnn-?. nd:.tnu
following e subaitilh, T Wy e e e

1. The Jungle Pack and Bquipments . .. e T ad

it Lt i TR e e
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(6) Machetes should be issued on the basis of one per individual,

(7) The soft helmet liner, which is being lssued at the present
m.htcmmwtothoo-thmw,-dﬁmbo

(8) e carbine should be replaced by the pistol for all personnel
in the wire section, Great difficulty has been

&mm-mmmm

|
é!
.

(9) The two-piece HBT suit is excellent, except that the pante®

pockets should be placed to the of the lez and about three

i.i:dtulm. It is now next to impossible to get into the pockets
a hurry,

SalR Wty 02 sruridig Damibeed salng wals o baogss, 4% | e
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(2) Supply of hand soap and other toilet articles .
This condition is now becoming eritical. oy g -

(3) Re and - _
s phm:q apnfo parts items are mf. available, especially

(&) htimmk,wnm,“m.ﬂduhﬁhm
very good, Nore mmall sizes shoes and HBT are needed. This has
been true sine arriving in SWPA. Signal supply has been poor.
mmmwmmmmmu
batteries, and these have not been availible in sufficient gquantity.
httwl.uinn.dhnnbominfcrierinm Lty to the standards

required for combat operations. They bould be wrapped in airtight,

3. The 75mm Pack Howitaer, converted to high spesd tows .

(1) Tis weapon has been found to be good for speedal missions |
where a 1ight, small, easily manouvered weapon is required, It is

a. Wo wrench for disassembling wheel bearing. . |
b, Howltzers sanufactured in 1942 have looss eight brackets ;
Gue “pmt"‘m ad the fact that there is only one re~ L

e, Al sight shanks are 001" undersige.
* 4, ‘The traversing handwhesl being mads of brass, it
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quadrant has a tendency Lo
It is suggested that
with a rachet or lock, :

(2) Amtnmaum-'ﬂn%.wmhb
waterproof, would be a welcome addition to the T/E. A set of
Sools for the artillery mechanics is virtually & necessity in
the jungle, One remmer staff instead of two would be safficient,

(9)* Ammanitdon has ‘ean stahle, Yory fow sownis heving bota

5
o

&
|5

.

found unserviceabls, _
(4) The 75am Pack Howitzer should be used for the purpese for
which designed, such as mountain warfare, It's will not

penstrate and knock out heavy Japansse bunkers, and is of in-

suffielent siwe and weight to do much more than harrass, The |
delay fuge has been found best for jungle growth, Time shell
does not penetrate juncle growbh with killing effect. "

Signal Equipment, . 0 .

Samatory $TeR as bhe Je=i,

¥ B '. s Rl _.f_l,la.,_

for the
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é , net. The 3CA& 610 redio has never operated for us
a mr, and has frequently blanked out at three miles,

(4) The ultimate conclusion is thet wire is still the best and
Mm.mdmm"uoninﬂh theater,

e
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e as &
o i Tk e I 1ok i S o
reconnaisance in dry weather, but has far too little clearance in
the jungle mud, It is thought that at least a 20% wheel should
be a ed to the 1/4 Ton kxi in order t o goet 1t through the
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Pack Howitzer T/0 6-176 SWPA 19 August 1943, The 156mm T/0 is

superior in seme respects, im that 1t allows & separate Service

Battery, separate from Headquarters Battery. This Battalieon has

operated under both plans, snd definitely prefers the separate

Service Battery., It has been found teo be mere efficient, and

bj;:tl]: able te cope with the diffieult supply problems of the
g£46.

(2) There should be an increase of signalmen in all batteries
except Service Battery, At least 9 more men are needed in each
wire section te properly maintensnce the Battalion and Battery
wire lines.

(3) The 76mm Pack Howitzer T/0 allows twe liaison sections,
while the 166mm Howitzer T/0 does not. We have found two ne-
cessary, even when we had the 156mm Howitzer.

(4) There exists a definite need for more grades snd ratings

for drivers, The quality of the driver in the Army is relatively
poor, compared with the coumercial truck driver. Very little in-
coentive exists for the army driver, except his love of his work.
The driver is respomsible for handling thousands of dollars worth
of equipment, and should have a grade commensurate with his re-
sponsibility.

(6) There should be & /0 rating of Techn 4th Grade for the
recorder of the firing battery.

(8) Battery computers should be part of the battalion headgquarters
battery, and should have a rating eof at least Techn 65th Grade,
preferably a Techn 4th Grade.

(7) The Battery Motor Sergeant should be at least a Stalf Sergeant
or preferably a Technical Sergeant.

(8) It is believed that there should be at least five officers
in each firing battery, where, in jungle operations, twe are
needed as forward observers. - _. .

(8) The lcﬂnrr Supply Sergeant should hﬂ “.- priuto. assistant,

(10) At least two additional mechanics should be authorised for
m‘.’km. :

11) A11 specialists, such as cooks, mechsnios, radis epersters,
ug--m.»mm-cm o wuw
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. of Photos, Mosaics, Observed FPire chnrta.

m The observed fire chart was used meuny. both in our
present and previous position, Only a location and directionm
stake, determined from a shot on the sun end admittedly ine
socurate, were furnished initially, Survey started at once,

and was just being completed when we were ordered to direct
support of the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry. Survey was again
started in the new pesition, while the Battalion registered on

& Battalion Base Point and numerous cheek points, It took almest
two weeks of constant work, over impassable roads and through
jungle te complete a surveyed chart with sufficient detail to
transfer to that chart as our firing chart. Survey work is going
on constantly and we are now building up a Battle Map, from O.P.
m-, panoramies, -i.ngh verticals and o‘bnqm

(2) The supply of goad ohuqm and verticals hu been nt:.nly
inadequate., The best set we have is just half the set and does
not cover any portion of the target area., The Infantry was
given the other half., A later set of verticals (taken in Sept.
43) proved very helpful in restitution and forward observer work.
We have never received any obllqnu Ilpuhl roquutl far
plttu hﬂ been m. PN

(3) hmmmnmcwmhmm.h

Gumbi and Wom sheets. The Guabi and Nom sheets had to be joined,

The Gumbi sheet covering the positiom area and the Nom shest
covering the Target Area. Our first registrations were computed

from the mosaies and errors of 120210 mils in deflection were \
MW‘uMW“‘W“

the Nom sheet was out of oriemtation . 7
ummmm-huhm-ﬂ-ua t
quite useful to the O.P.'s and forwa
base deflection shifts. lu“n
mmm
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g. Observetion and Porward Observers.

1) The Porward Observer in or in front of the Infantry front

is the best means of obtaining observation of the enemy
in the jungle. Hill O,P.'s are necessary, and available, for
general surveillance of the entire target area, but the Forward
Observer is the only one who is on the spot and can conduct
fire on close-in targets. Rockets or flares can be used to good

in some instances in enabling the Perward Observer to

be located, This method must be coordinated with the Infantry,
Air Corps, and Naval Forces, and usually is not werth the effort
entailed, ltth-mttm“hsﬂlmmwm
the line.

(I) Bach Forward Observer should have at hclt four men h ,_
help him maintain his lines, eperate his racie, and help him
protect his position from enemy fire. Bach party should have
one 4-man Coleman stove and K or J ratioms of suifieient
gquantity to last three days. Forward Observers parties should
be relieved every third day, if possible,

.- ) | ¢ -y 1 ] 8o - 3 o
11. Sanitation and Heslth. recesve [irepssey, capshl /

(1) Tae impertance d'omth of enlisted men and administra-

tive enforcement of preventive medieine applying to military

life has been conclusively demomstrated by the general good

health of the command., Diseases such as diarrhea, upper res-

piratory diseeses urmh'mmmmuhu

problem stage. No cas or malaria have been reperted, whiesh .

shovs that methods we a MMMme.
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HREADQU ARTERS K1/ frm
HURDIED TWENTY FIRST FINLD ANTILLEKY BATTALION
p APO #32

: 23 Jumuszy 1944
. dﬂo Operations tids Bettalion from 2 Jen 1944 to 22 Jen 1944,

To ‘3 0-3, Michselmas Trsk Force,
(= P s,

 Jum 2, LST # besched on Hed Beach and "hite Besch at OS10L, Ba Comdrs?
“ad the Nortar Btry unlosded without event; thonneudruudi.atdrut-
mnm'ﬁthﬂmﬂqm”ttb&im:i?lhu to the air-
strdp, &thmmrmumanonmmm“nm
mnw.uﬂombnm dumps, At 1500L, the CP w
mpmmawmmrmmonmuamqmm_w_

Jem 3, Geveral rounds of mmall arms smmunition were . :
mmmmumm-—;hmanuwm'm

t casuzlties were susteined from either csuse, Tie belance

of the Bn disembarked st 0930L, having lost

-.mummmmmuuporumm ,
- n::.ﬂugth:u;tormthl{:o?.m ible Btry J
registered on & BP Séuth-west of our perime 1830L, hhphpm-
m-mwtmmmbmﬁ -

Jum 4, Fbrnrdohumsrapomdtommxhl. lﬂ
on recomnsissance acrose the Nankins R, du‘r.hgmaq.
m..‘m : 3 KiLa] ol { 3 T, »j"mll-q. MM“
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_“m“ho Suby Operstions this Bn from 2 Jenkd to 22 Jen 44, cont'd)

B 981 10, © Btay ‘fired 146 rds HE neutralization end harsssing missions
 Known enemy locations slong the coast betwoen SKL and SEUER from 1400L to
A Btry registered on normel barrsge location in front of OPLRE &t 64.3-

"W4eSe B Biry esteblished 0P at 63,85-75.18 for close support of OPLR, ¥ire
___-tl-nn.uﬁ.on esteblished to =11 OP's at 1625L,

Jan 11, C Biry fired 23 rds HE haraseing throughout the might, At 1245L

s Btay fired & successful preperstion of 27 rds sgeinst enemy mutomatic weapons

permitiing our patrol to advence, 3d Sect, C Btry, was moved by burge to SEL st
1620L ond, &t 1615L, 29 rds direct fire successfully cleared en emem &trong-
point at = pass SE of SEL, At lecst 2 of the enemy were killed ly our fire,
ible Btry re-sdjusted on truils nesr Normsl berrage,

Jan 12, C Biry fired 95 rds HE herssoing throughout the night end day from
SEURE to YAGOMI, Bn contimuing improvement of positions hampered by reiny weoth-
er,

Jan 13, 29 rde fired by C Btry in might hersssing fires from SEUNE to
YAGOMI,

Jan 14, Bni‘irodprovingrdsonBPandthMMbtostmtm
Results showed 2 maxiwum range errvor of 50 yds smd s maximum deflection error
of 40 yds on massed Bn fire, ;

Jan 15.. Entire dgy spent in improving biwouse., No firdng, Heawy rains
made rosds impassable,

Jam 16, Btwy 4, 129 FA Bn arrived =t 0900L by LST and sttsched to this Bm, T

- .
Jem 17, Btry 4, 129 FA occupied © Btiy's position E of DARWON snd plsced
one howitser forward st NOM to permit herassing fire ss far es YAGOMI, C Bty
displaced to positiomsedjoinghg /. emd B Birye, D Btry registered on Bn BP and
;Bh-ytngmh earvey, mmtwémmm-
BESE & 3

Jam 18, Hersssing missioms, (J4 rds), were fired during might on YAiGOMI
by fwd gun of iy 129 FA Bn, Fwd gun of . Btry, 129 FA Bn registered om SEURR,
€ Btry gun at SFL fired 19 rde harsscing fire om YAGOMI st 1500L,

Jen 19, C Biry established OP's with €0.G, 2d Bn om right flusk of MR,

0P's loecated st 61.15-74.76 and 61,34-T4.48, C Btry fwd gum st SEI returned by
"‘"""’“?’M“‘" : VO

Jan 20, Lm Sect §2 forwed snd reported to C0, lst Bn, A Btry, 129 Fi Bn

registered on check point SE of SEL,

Rkl AW - i
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LUSIONS ANKD OBSERVATIONS OF THIS ORGANIZATIOR AFTER SOME WEEKS

UNDER BATTLE CONDITIONS

JUNGLE EQUIFMENT

Doder betile conditions the jungle equipment has been found to be

q

oot hes been found to be

uite sdegquste and very sdaptable to all situations encountered. The jungle

very good in that it requires less care and

erases leg Tashes frequently csused by chafing of leggings.

RATIONS

The belanced diet of »C,D,K and J" rations has been found to be almost
jdeal, Little or mo difficulty has been encountered in supply of rations.

One reccemendation is that Baking powder, yeast and other components
recquired in beking be sncluded in the ration issue.

In comnection with messes, the M1937 Range, with associated equirment,

hes met every requirement with signal success.

SToEAL SRS

More difficuity has been found with this equipment then with any other
type. A1 Yypes of batteries have deteriorated more rapidly than noted by
normel usage, The most notable deficiency has been the lack of resupplys
Jungle warfare being extremely flexible while our present T.0. is not has

caused many breskdowns.

To meintain communications at all times it is imperative that all lines
be et lesst in duplicate tius pecessitating more wire and associated equipment

thsn is contemplated Dy our present T.0.

¥och difficulty has
with the present vekicle

been experienced in and maintsining wire lines
assignedn (% ton C&R). It ig felt that a much heavier

yenicle, preferably 2 tracked vehicle, would ensble wire lines to be laid

in lznes other than that
breakdowns and

followed by normel traffic thus reducingcommunication
less maintainance.

In comnection with wire mainteinance it has been noted that two main-
tsinance crews stationed along the wire route at a1l times has greatly reduced
4the time lost by breakdowns.




designed are very suitable. Hos ary T.C ch
thig organization is operating, not adequate to meet
all cirm_ms. .

It i recommended that tha  ton Ax4 U&R be replaced by 3/4 ton 4x4
vonicles, It is further recommended that 1% ton éx6é cargo vehicles be provided
ag Prime Movers.

Supply of spare parts for vehicles on hand have been practically nil thus
causing useless deadlingng of vehicles at the most inopportune time. If the
organization were allowed, at the discretion of the organizetion commander,
+o cerry a 30 day supply of lst and 2nd echelon parts, with sssoeciated tools,
it is believed that roed failures can be kept &t & minimum,

AVMUNITION
Ammunition hee been found to be very serviceable. The only unserviceable

ammunition is due to careless handling.
. If projectile (75mm) containers were marked on the outside with the lot

and weight numbers it would save invelusble time in firing and cut down digpersion

to a marked degree since ammvnigion, in this damp climate, cannot be left
uncased.

VAPERTEL

Small arms end mechine guns have been noted to be very setisfying however
it 4g thought that a tree mount for each .50 eal, machine gun in place of the
pedestal mount would better serve.

The 75mm pack howitzer has been found to beavery good weapon——for
~hich it mas designed, It has very few mechanical feults, notable among those
is the penoramic telescope which is very casy to jar out of adjustment. It
is entirely to delicate, However we believe this weapon is wholly inadeguate
for jungzle warfere, It may best be used only as a harassing agent while too
frequently a heavier caliber weapon is needed to do what is ealled for by
our gupported Infantry, The short range of this weepon, with it's harassing
cepebilities, makes it an ideal front line Infrantry wespon. It is believed
that under no circumstances should this weapon be classed or used as an
organie general support weapon.

INFARTRY RELATIONS

Little difficulty has been encountered with Infantry vnits, At 21l times
relations with the individuel infantryman have been of the best but in the
matter of policy there semms to be a decided lack of co-operation and entiusiam.
Tt is believed that Infentry-Artillery relations should be a seperate subject
of treining and that more combined operations be held during specialized

:
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BATTERY B TAR /we
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIRST FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION
L.Psﬂ.ﬂ
23 Jamuary 1944

Subject: Comelusions drawn on jungle warfare through observation.
To t Commanding Officer, 12lst Field Artillery Nattalion,
1. Jungle hammock, equipment and Packs.

8. Complete pack too heavy for initial landing, A light pack
consisting of the following items is very satisfactory:

2 deys rations Toilet articles
Medical kit Cigarettes
Bxtre socks Cleaning materials for weapons,
Head net and gloves of pull through, petches amd
Entrenching tools #840 oil.
Poncho Flotation bladders.
b. Waterproof cloth bag should be made stronger. On initial
landing should have 11:8 it the following:
1/2 blanket Sweater
Mess gear Comp. change of elothing
Writing material Additional tobacco
Waterproof bage should be placed in section vehicles.
; ons for improvement. & -
i = d. m_.ii “a ks
' .f;,z More machetes ; -
(2) Carryas many s hovels as possib | f
iy -
©. A small toilet kit including al oy
';&pm as possible is das’irablens'm s




2.

5.

. .

Operation, stability and effect of 75mm How (contd)

Firing table mnn-uuﬂumuummm
88 it is pessible to dig in and fire elevations up to 1100 mils
uhahhutyniutu, depending on ground,

In general, the 75um Howitzer is a very good weapon. It should be
qlwmumutmmmuwummmm

Rations, supply, eclothing and equipment :

should be equipped with a four man cooking unit,
Dehydrated rations sre very satisfactory,

The

all section equipment, rubberized ML’ g8 s
Bach prim: mover should be equipped with o wingh,
All personnel spe expected to wallk,

Signal equipment:




B s

S, Sigaal equipment (comtd)

7.

Bxtra tubes, htbmunl M 14 always
e 8spare shou r be

> Showe hmﬁmmomm improved.
Awmanition:

Clover leaf method of packing i Must be
above ground and suggest sand W.w“ g

g2 4 ¥
k 5

Shells should be kept in waterprocfing cases wiﬁ tape
on it until reedy to use.

Observation.

Obgervation in this sector is good as there are high hills
near front 11‘..

Most observatiom will be Forward Obssrvation with mlu
of battalion fires by TFire Direction m

All Observation Posts should be weis cug htﬂ-ﬂnﬂ
as they are in the front limes.

Organizetion of Battalion:

There should be five officers rer firing battery te
facilitabe the memning of 0.P.'s and reliefs for O.P, persommel.
Also to allow the Battery Commander time to check all his install-
ations.

It iswise to have a defense d b
Battalion for perimiter defense.




Photo mepe are for locatiom of points, but should be
mhmz‘ﬂﬁl‘ulmm

mo .

TORANCE A, RUSSELL JR.
Capt., 121st FA Bn.,

Comdg. Btry B.
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Jan, #4, 1243

T
Ul Crit

riticisims end recomm ndetione bnged on pragent operations.

T0s mending Officer, 121 Meld Artillery Battelion.
1, The following eriticisms ond recommendatiins are & compilation of combined
obzervetion of the battery officers nnd govetion ehiefs,
« Jungle puck, hemwock end oguipment. I

8, The "ﬁ“r*""l'*tt.’_n::f of the peck and the elements thereof £re very
-: tizfectory; the carrying of the leavy peok plus equipment ig too ,
big e lo d to carry over anvthing But n f'no~t distance; facilities
. for the cerrying in vehiclesof the elothing beg »ith tne hestiect

items of the pack "qulr. be provided wherever ',-orsi-'"-le. /

e

on of the mippers the jungle hemaock ie by end
isfactory; for the extra hezvy or extra tall men
be & 107 iscue of extra long and estrz sirong hemmock,

C. The Tirst rid kit is excellent through out.

o
o

ticizm of this wezpon is thet it heen?t hzd the
it was intended, =nd thet a1l positions eccupies
tile the positiecns on G aor.c::a‘.r_':a Islasd could hewve
ed by = field piece of the seme ox hirher caliber

4

m ¢k c

be The folloving techmical fewlts of the 75mm pack howitzer oave - '

(1) Fo :r“eﬁfh for dissgsenbling wheel
( 0¥ artillery mechenic has a @
ite has¥oeviged)

(2) Howitzers memufectured in 1342

g:or mechining and the £aot




: 1 &
- Y .‘ll I . L ] g'
i - - [— -~ e famia s ]
|
Page B, .
re grnl 1s not satisfectory for a towed howitwuer, )
i
(7) The rope lonyverd is not strong encugh for constent uke. y
"
ie not satisfrctory; the teet hende Y00 creily '
o.] ionis go.low 8 to meke the dicgine of -
1ch often nececeary bheveby rlo Fiag the initisl
h Lhe apdrent heg & Tondenty to slip with
' ng; it 48 eugressed thnt the kuob he .
i tehet or Logk. '
| l (8 eening end preserving materizls, prefevsbly weterproof ¥
: welcome ad ] o the providing of & aet of .oo‘l,-_ for Iy
' N . the ertillery mechanic is "1 e ]1'r & neseecity in the jungle; one [
" ¢ remmer £teff inctesd of tvo would be sufficient. '
N . b
¥ |
¥ d. In hesvily wooried jimgle terrein too muach of the effect 'of the 7Emm
! howitzer is spent in the trese. Z 3
8, Retions, supplies, clothing s
'
. 2, s hech potting enough to ezt there has been
| lurs mMOTE BTO mutel on T aftE, ENG
w3 nove grecn vegelableg, cenned meaws, &nd
juices e 1‘.ccr".ﬁr.".; t oo much of the "G! ration Lewe
] } in the cens: #nd the "KM rétion, setisfsctory in L
i *—-L, heg been Epoileden @0 o of insufficient wa tcr‘uocfins:
{ the "J" pation hzg been evcellent, but the pesnute should &1l he
i | golied boin for pslstabilitymé for replacement of Hs €l in Tae bocy :
it . system, Pork is unsztisfectory mest for hot elimates, end should be e

repleced with more beef, in both the "I'"end "I" rgpiens. liore
deﬁyr rates could be ursd by amell groups detached from tie perent
unise,.

.-'- -ood guality weterproof, chockproof wateh should be msde svaileble
ther for issue or purchsseto ail u:{'ﬁcers end key nm-comisaimad
“i‘ieere, leggings =trdaps are not strong & 16
betier nmlity ave needed; en dssue of Piten
grub hoes for railvosd picks would b
more gpere parde for field TONZES ENe
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80 their choice of werjone degending upon

- - & - .
e menOf the Tirst four grudes ean perdors
1 without peerificing puch five pover,
H3.etinct :-"--:3.:1-, £0F o7er-the 1/4 $on fruck

for the cexrring of oerrormel
"OE" fot have enoush ¢z g powey,

by ir:s"t.-l.in._ & low ~-ft--e the pintie fa not
end be conetructed =ith e hesvy spring.

e

4 4on 432 inmd ie painly its 1o chegsis:
1/4 ton éxfsdth winches =3 r’:* Be the anz=e.

e nightrrovide us with pegt vohicie of ell.
=1l treilers eve very satisfzctory.

e &£ kit of epare perts for the ignition *‘r*ﬂa
dendlined '-'r;iu les,

i ‘s f;'c,-trir'-‘r— ro N Dodttoye wi
'l " R h\h_\.; 1 -
i tae problem ol ter sup:ly

requived for = betiery,

gallen woter tank trailer would elfsinate
reduce pumber of five gallon wetar dens

s

Sigmal equipment

¥=1%0 wire is unastiasfactory except asn
" The ingulation is yoor end itizte wedk
to replece T1EQ &8 poon &5 poesitle de
of the :itmtd.nn end upon the aobﬁiw
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8, The supily and the oyus Lity off 75
few duds have been obeerved,

§ Armnition

Howitzer ammmition hes beon excellent;

be In Ob'»‘_r-?-vinp. fiving
WELVLLEA E LTANE Oj‘ 't}:fc 105 mm hﬂ'l . " ‘ ; :
range wos noticed, dters too prest a dispeveion in

Ge Obzervition

&. The forwerd observer right o long viththe fremt line infentrymen provides
unquestionably the beet mezns of observition for jumele fipnting, The
meinteining of cwdliery 0.Ps, at points of wventere ir slso excellent. The
obrervation by plene is evcillent for filling in the blenk &puces betveen

Fomenys Rensores o ' 5] | ]
i ~orward Observer end the 0. P., but I dan't think it con be depended upon
" 1or constent ure. The use of flaresor metro belloons i recommended for
} loceting the F. 0. in thick jwmgele.
r b It is euprested thet on cccoumtad Hho riow mwment in the Jungle and
especinlly in = defense position thetmovewse be mede of hileterzl

observetion to obiein more acourete dete for haraesine and cthe unobsérved

fires,

He Infantry erbillery coopernticon

e —

e

&, The coopereticn £rom the infentry in thefpresent operation hes been
excellent. In turn I believe that the artilery haes been cooperetive,

b, The infantry men reélize thet there is & definite pdvantege to the
employment of sx=tillery, but in too many cegee they do not know Ite
cepabilitics and limitetione, The infantry murt be teught thet no mmownt
of neutralizetion will do eny good if they are unwilling to get close in

behind the artillery barrege snd follo® it in the instent it is 1ifted.

T —

S

I. Photos, mosaice, end fire charts.

===z

"
“oe

The moseics for this operation, desplje their limitstions, have becn very
satisfactory. The individusl eir photos should be more up to dete to Eeep
up with chenges in terrain end for intelligence informetdon; there elco
should He more lavre scale photos sveilslle to subordinste units.

J. Bupeested changes in the T, 0.

£3 There should be a2 place in the T. 0.fbr a 1
with the rating of Technician fourtherade.
omputers should be part of ¢

0 have a reting of at lesat %




e. Sectlio : s ‘ '
. oi.‘c‘a;-‘lnaf;i;f; e:‘.gptri‘;: firing bettory shotld ei‘l‘.hﬁ‘na 211 1.
Jealousy nng not-é.(i:-i‘isi..enonc;.staﬁ b g

8 tergeents
ing brttery mekes for

n acee : % :
e adiimti:--oi tc constent mainteinsnce necesmry for venieles in the jungle
nel suto mechanie or two znould be euthoriced, 5
Be In specialict jobi g - ; o
% LLEL eh &5 cooks, mechent 2uto ‘end nrtille: 10
Perticulerly ip the care of the o ¢s (aute end nutille )y #nd

2pecinlie T vie Tadlo operetors men with thorough
cvne ot b training should be made tveilable, Ven such ee redio ropeir
experts would lLe invalusble,

Rt In Jur \£le operations £ive officers per firing bettery instesd of four ehould
be &uthorized: I ttery Comnender, two rdditionnl obs: ryere, forvard or
othernise, with knoviedre of gurvey, and executive officer, and an sssistent

executive end motor officer,

1. i efficlent bettery clerk 12 2 velueble esset Yo the battery and 1s of
necessity, & herd worker, He saould be entitiled to the rank of sergeent or
/4 :

4+ Other than the shove changes 1t is my opinion thst the T. 0te, of 3}QE,:_1
the 155%'s and 76's are rdecuate, However the orgenizetions ?ugn‘b to be
Biven the men called for in the 7.0. Including the ba.:sics,ﬁ-._lo}(.:opld Eai:;-iice
up the frequent rhsences csused by sickness, speeisl duty, dete caiéig:. tl;';,
and ordinery details, Tt is very difficult to operate e battory =f3 cientl
with only o skeleton crew syailelle all the time.
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8, Transportation eomsisting of two (2) 2 ton bentams ad two (2)
mmmmmwmm«u&sum. '!hitn
mnmrmmumuummuy,ummm.

f b, ¥here is no doubt that the acceptability of the yetion as
,-' sorved in this ares could be incresséd by fresh foods
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OUR FRONT LINE (or most advenced eleaxents—;-usually shown on attached overlay
or map).
- Ho chunge,
LOCATION OF TROOPS (Situztion at close of period, including commend posts,
‘troops in wovement, etc.,~-usually shown on attached overlay or map).

- ible forwsrd guns move. from til to FANNGER area,
INFORMATION OF .DJACENT UNITS ..iD SUPPORTING OR SUPFORTED TROOPS :
Yone,

VE.THER AND VISI3ZILITY:

Excollent,

OUR OPERATIONS FOR THE PERTOD:
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BHoks - operuticnsl flight, conbuebed L4 Heldte patrol,
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1, OUR FRONT LINE (or most adveaccd elemenis--usually th>m .. sttached overlay

. - or map),
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b B ehunge

. 2, INCATION OF TROOPS (Situstion at close of period, includirg vommand post.s, :

k troops in wovement, cte.,--usually shown on attachsc swcrley or map). :
o olange

3, INFORMATION OF .DJACENT UNITS A7) SUPPORTING OR SUXI CRIND JisiOPS:
Hone
4o VESTHER AND VISISILITY: "

Uxe dlcnt

5, OUR OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD:
T 09 0L~ Operitional flight contucted Lt Wohl's patrol

1400L~ Operatiomel flight contzeted Lt Mokl's petrel
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lo change, !
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o change -
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1, OUR FRONT ?INE (or most advanced elements--usually shown on attached overlay
or map).

lo change,

2, ILOCATION OF FROOPS (Situation at olose of perind, irsiuding command posbs,
troopz in movement, eto,,~-usually shown on abtached cverlay or map) «

Bo chonge,
"3. INfERMATION OF ADJACENT UNITS AND SUPPORTING OR HUFYCRVED TROCPS s
Hone, o
4, WEATHER AND VISIBILITY:
: Excellent, i .

5. OUR OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD :
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